SUPPORT SERVICES Policy 5620
(Regulation 5620)

Transportation

Student Transportation Services

The Board of Education, in accordance with state law, shall provide free transportation for
eligible students attending the District schools. The Superintendent shall ensure that the
transportation services of the District meet all of the guidelines established by the Missouri
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, i.e., Missouri Pupil Transportation
Administrative Handbook, Missouri Minimum Standards for School Buses, Missouri Certified
Bus Driver Instructor's Manual, and Missouri School Bus Driver Manual, as well as the policies
that pertain directly to the qualifications of bus operators and operational procedures adopted by
the Board of Education.

According to regulations of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, bus
transportation will be provided to and from District schools for all students who reside three and
one-half (3.5) miles or more from the school located in their attendance areas. State regulations
provide for reimbursement to districts providing transportation for those students living more
than one (1.0) mile from their attendance area school. The District may transport students who
reside less than one (1.0) mile from school when students are required to cross a state highway or
county arterial without access to sidewalks, traffic signals, or a crossing guard and no existing
bus stop is changed to avoid administrative penalty. In such instance the District will request a
waiver of the administrative penalty. The Superintendent is directed to prepare annually a plan
for student transportation services for the upcoming school year which addresses student
transportation needs within the limitations of District finances, including state aid for
transportation services. The plan will address mileage distance from school and grade level
requirements for receiving transportation to be provided by the District. This plan shall be
presented for School Board approval no later than the regular August Board meeting of each
school year. In cases when the transportation plan remains the same as the prior school year, the
plan may be submitted to the School Board as an information rather than an action item.

Qualified individuals under Section 504 or the IDEA will be provided bus transportation by the
District between home and the special education program. Transportation for a student with
disabilities under the IDEA or Section 504 will be provided between schools if the student’s IEP
team or Section 504 team determines that such transportation is necessary as a related service
due to the student's disability. Eligibility for transportation as a related service must be stated in
the student's IEP or Section 504 Plan. If a disabled student’s IEP team or Section 504 Team
determines that certain accommodations, modifications or supports are necessary to
appropriately transport the student, the District shall provide such accommodations,
modifications or supports as indicated in the student’s IEP or Section 504 plan.

Students are expected to comply with behavioral expectations as stated in Policy 2652 - Student
Conduct on Buses, while they are passengers in District vehicles.

March, 2010, Updated Sept 2022 Copyright © 2008 Missouri Consultants for Education



SUPPORT SERVICES Regulation 5620

Transportation

Student Transportation Services

Pupil transportation is a necessary auxiliary service and an integral part of the total educational
program of the District. The time students spend on the bus exerts an important influence on the
physical and mental condition that students bring to the classroom. Therefore, the major
objectives of the pupil transportation program are as follows:

1. Provide the means by which students can reach school under safe and healthful
conditions with as little time on the bus as is reasonably necessary.

2. Provide for an efficient and economical transportation system.
3. Adapt transportation to the requirements of the instructional program.

Any student whose conduct on a school bus is improper or jeopardizes the safety of other
students may have his/her right to school bus transportation suspended for such period of time as
deemed proper by the Superintendent, building principal or designee. Students with disabilities
who are suspended from bus transportation will be afforded the procedural safeguards, if
necessary, as required by the IDEA or Section 504. Such bus suspensions will not constitute a
“removal” under the IDEA or Section 504 unless transportation is included as a necessary related
service in the student’s IEP or Section 504 Plan. Uniform rules of conduct and disciplinary
measures will be enforced.

The transportation service will be subject to continual supervision and regular evaluation on the
basis of the following Board policies:

1. The Board of Education shall adopt policies governing pupil transportation upon the
recommendation of the Superintendent and shall include adequate funds in the budget to
cover the cost of the transportation contract, secure proper authorization for the provision
of transportation, and secure approval of bus routes from the Missouri State Board of
Education when necessary.

2. The Superintendent shall assign administrative and operational duties regarding the
transportation program and shall keep the Board of Education informed as to the
operation and needs of the student transportation program. The Superintendent shall
recommend policies, budget and bus routes to the Board of Education for approval.

3. School administrators may be asked to ride certain bus routes and report their findings to
the Superintendent. All violations of state and local requirements will be reported.
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4. The Superintendent/designee will make spot checks of buses throughout the year to
review compliance with requirements.

5. The Superintendent/designee will meet at least once a year with all the bus drivers.
Only those students who meet eligibility requirements by means of residence will be permitted to
use school bus transportation for the purpose of travel to and from school. The District may use

motor vehicles other than school buses for the purpose of transporting students. In addition, the
District may enter into ridesharing agreements for the purposes of transporting students.
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